A

Judge, FDTC members celebrate program’s suceess

* By Erin J. Murrin
Marietta Daily Journal Staff Writer
~ Last week, some familiar faces
were spotted at a tea hosted by
juvenile court of Cobb County

Judge Juanita Stedman. But those

familiar faces had an unfamiliar
glow about them since last time
we saw them when they were

beginning a rollercoaster journey

in family drug court. :
The tea, held at the Stanley
-"House in‘Marietta, was a:

‘Christmas celebration for women [

in Judge Stedman’s nearly one-
year-old Family Dependency -
- Treatment Court collaborative .-

effort by the Cobb Juvenile Court, - -
- of their children. o
Since the Marietta Daily Journal

“the Cobb and Douglas- :
Community Services Board and
Department of Family and
Children Services. .. =~ -

“Judge Stedman decided she
wanted to do something veryspe-
cial forthe women because we -
had this group with almost a flaw-

- less record in terms of perfect .
behavior and performance,” said

Gina Cogswell with the Cobb and - -

Douglas County Community
Services Board, which includes the
residential treatment program,
Mothers Making a Change.

- FDTC is an unconventional

- type of court that focuses on help-

~ ing women clean up.their lives, :
stay off drugs and regain custody
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published a story about FDTC in
May, the program has swelled

from six women participants to 14°
-and is one of the most successful
-programs under the CSB, accord-

ing to executive director, Tod
Citron. -

Much like she does in court ses-

sions, Judge Stedman presided
over the tea with warm sentiments

- for the ladies and satisfaction in,

her voice. :

Dressed in their finest, the
women enjoyed an elegant tea
service and light fare as gifts for

--their children were handed out.
" Judge Stedman also hosted a raffle
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far right, speaks
gram members,
Doty and.Christina Ramsey du

Above: Juvenile court of Cobb County Judge Ju

d R. McQueen

Staff phot R. McQueen
a Stedman,

with Family Dependency Treatment Court pro-
from left, Aimee Holland, Meisa Bates, Tequila
ring a get together at The'Stanely

‘House. Left: Judge Stedman hugs program member Christina

~with gifts for the women.
" “This is just a time for
- get together and do what my fami-
ly gets to-do and what Gina and
her family have gotten to do over
- the holidays, that (these women)
‘don't get to do,” Judge Stedman - -
~said. . N
“...They.

:0028-82S (041) "souuas

“jejueD 10ues qqoD IseM - -
‘wed L‘qmq s.uazueapooM:- )

P R

Ramsey after giving her a Christmas gift.
for themto

really sustaineach = ~sion accomplished:
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other and we wanted this tofocus

on the women and their relation-
ships with-each other,?" Ms.

““Cogswell’adds: "~

Judging by:the smiles on the

~ women's faces and the laughter
- erupting from the dining roém

of The Stanley House, holiday mis-
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